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POSIDONIUS AS A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF
DIODORUS’ DESCRIPTION OF THE DEAD SEA
(DIOD. 2. 48. 6-8; 19. 98-99)*

The name Asphalt Lake (] Acpaktitig Aipvn) for the Dead Sea is first attested in
Diodorus (Diod. 19. 98. 1), who describes the lake twice in almost identical
passages (2. 48. 6-8 and 19. 98-99). It is remarkable that this name occurs in the
second passage (19. 98-99) and at the same time the Dead Sea remains unnamed
in the first description. The name Asphalt Lake is likely enough to have been coined
by Diodorus himself and not borrowed by him from another source. Hieronymus of
Cardia, the author of the History of Diadochi, whom Antigonus entrusted to control
the asphalt extraction, is a generally accepted source for Books 18-20 of Diodorus’
Bibliotheca Historica (19. 100). However, the description of the Dead Sea in 19.
98 could not go back only to Hieronymus (FGrHist 154 F 5). Rare details (such as
metals tarnishing caused by the lake vapors and the seismicity of the Dead Sea
region) and the common order of characteristics suggest that Diodorus received
information about the Dead Sea also from Posidonius, the extract of whose On the
Ocean on the Dead Sea was preserved by Strabo (16. 2. 42—44 = FGrHist 87 F 70).
Diodorus could use two sources at the same time, supplementing Hieronymus’
testimony, which was the basis of the first extract about the lake, with Posidonius’
information, added to the description in the second passage.

BriepBbie HazBaHue AcdansroBoe 03epo (1] AcQaATiTI Aipvn) st 0003HAYSHNUS
MepTtBoro Mops 3acBuaeTenscTBOBaHO y unonopa (XIX, 98, 1), koTopslit onuCH-
BaJl BOJIOEM JIBaX/Ibl, B MpaKTUYeCKH uAeHTUYHBIX naccaxax (II, 48, 6—8 u XIX,
98-99). [IpumMeuaTenpHO, YTO ITO HAMMEHOBAHKUE BO3HUKACT BO BTOPOM Iaccaxe
(XIX, 98-99), Torna kax B mepBOM OIMCaHUU MepTBOE MOpe HUKaK He Ha3BaHO.
Becpma BeposiTHO, uTo HazBaHue AcanbsToBoe 03epo ObUTO JaHo caMuM Jlono-
pOM, a He 3aMMCTBOBAHO M3 McTOUHMKA. O0menpuHATHM HeTodHIKOM X VIII-XX
KHHAT Mcmopuueckou 6ubnuomexu Jnonopa cunraercsa Ueponnm n3 Kapanu, as-
TOP UCTOPUH JHAJOXOB, KOTOPOMY AHTUTOH IOPYYHII B3SITh MO KOHTPOJIb JOObI-
gy ac¢ansra u3 Mepreoro mops (Diod. XIX, 100). Ogxako onucanue MepTBoro
Mopsl, coaepxkaiieecss B JeBiaTHanuaton kaure (XIX, 98), He MoxeT, Ha HaIll
B3IV, BOCXOAUTH JHIIb K Mepouumy (FGrHist 154 F 5). Penxue neranu (takue
Kak IIOMyTHEHHE METAJUIOB OT HCIIApEHHUH BOJJOEMa U CEHICMOAKTUBHOCTH OKPECT-
HocTeit MepTBOro Mopsi) 1 00Ias IoCiIeI0BaTeNbHOCTD U3JIOKEHHUS TTO3BOJISIIOT
MIPEATIONOKNT, 9TO cBeAeHUS 0 MepTBoM Mope [lnonop modepnHy:n Takke y [o-
cupoHus, hparMeHT u3 counHeHus: 06 okeare KOTOPOTO, MMOCBSIMIEHHBI MepTBo-
My Mopto, coxparmics y Ctpabona (X VI, 2, 42-44 = FGrHist 87 F 70). B cratse
IIOKa3bIBACTCA, KaK ,HI/IOI[OP MOT IMOJIB30BaThCA OJTHOBPEMEHHO JABYMA UCTOUYHUKA-
MU, JONOJHSASA CBUJETEeNbCTBA VepoHHMa, KOTOphIE JIETIM B OCHOBY IEpPBOTO
naccaxa o MeptBom Mope, cBenenusiMu [TocnaoHus, kKoTopbie ObUIN 100aBIEHBI

K OMNMCAHUIO BO BTOPOM IacCake.
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